
 
 
 
 

9.24.2013 | Class 6 Week 4 
 
• Jumbled sentence: Some combinations of words are possible… 
• Text reconstruction: Churchill on his teacher Mr. Somervell 
• Maxine Young on syntax 
• Quiz 2: “Old Man & Death”; “Fox & Grapes”; “Fox & Crow”; “Town Mouse & Country 

Mouse”; “City Mouse & Country Mouse” 
• Commas: “She is not cooking her family or her dog 
• Definition v. classification – define chair 
• Sentence combining: Adding nonessential information using which 
• Nonrestrictive relative clauses: ‘my boyfriend who plays the piano’ 
• Exercise: end focus – Matthew Hall 

 



 
NAME ________________ 
 
DATE ________________ 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Unscramble the list below to produce a sentence on the subject of grammar. 
The original punctuation has been included. 
 

Write the complete sentence below the list.  
 
 

_______ of words  

___4___ in English,  

_______ are possible 

_______ while others 

_______ Some combinations 

_______ are not possible. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

JUMBLED 
SENTENCE 
 

Greenbaum on 
grammar  



 
 
 
Answer 
 

___2___ of words  

___4___ in English,  

___3___ are possible 

___5___ while others 

___1___ Some combinations 

___6___ are not possible. 

 
 
 
 
Some combinations of words are possible in English, while others are not possible. 
 

Greenbaum, Sidney and Nelson, Gerald. An Introduction to English Grammar. 3rd ed. New York: Pearson 
ESL, 2010. 1. Print. 
 
 
1. Some combinations  
2. of words  
3. are possible  
4. in English,  
5. while others  
6. are not possible. 
 



 
 
Syntax 
 
 
Syntax refers to the order of words in sentences that contributes to meaning. The 
difference between the following sentences, “The dog bit the boy”, and “The boy bit the 
dog” is due to the order of the words, or the syntax, in each. 
 

- Maxine L. Young | May 2000 
http://www.brainresearch.us/Working_Memory.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLOG | 4/4/2012 
http://english109mercy.wordpress.com/2012/04/04/what-is-syntax/ 

BLOG 
Definition of syntax 
 



	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
Text reconstruction 
	  

INSTRUCTIONS: The 21 sentences below all belong to the same paragraph written by Winston Churchill. 
I’ve broken the paragraph into 4 chunks, so number the sentences inside each section separately, starting 
over again from 1 with each new section. Then transcribe the final three sentences.  
	  
_______	   He taught it as no one else has ever taught it. 

	  
___6___	   He knew how to do it.	  

_______	   But I was taught English. 

_______	   Mr. Somervell - a most delightful man, to whom my debt is great - was charged with the 
duty of teaching the stupidest boys the most disregarded thing - namely to write mere 
English. 
 

____4___	   We were considered such dunces that we could learn only English. 

________	   They all went on to learn Latin and Greek and splendid things like that.	  

___1___	   [B]y being so long in the lowest form [grade] I gained an immense advantage over the 
cleverer boys.	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

___3____	   He took a fairly long sentence and broke it up into its components by means of black, red, 
blue, and green inks. 	  

___7____	   We did it almost daily.	  

________	   It was a kind of drill.	  

________	   Mr. Somervell had a system of his own. 

________	   Subject, verb, object: Relative Clauses, Conditional Clauses, Conjunctive and Disjunctive 
Clauses! 

________	   Each had its colour and its bracket.	  

___1____	   Not only did we learn English parsing thoroughly, but we also practised continually 
English analysis.	  

	  
	   	  

NAME: _________________ 
 
DATE: _________________ 

Text Reconstruction 
 

Churchill on learning 
to write English 



	  
	  
	  
_______	   As I remained in the Third Form three times as long as anyone else, I had three times as 

much of it.  
	  

___4___	   And when in after years my schoolfellows who had won prizes and distinction for writing 
such beautiful Latin poetry and pithy Greek epigrams had to come down again to common 
English, to earn their living or make their way, I did not feel myself at any disadvantage.	  

_______	   I learned it thoroughly. 

_______	   Thus I got into my bones the essential structure of the ordinary British sentence--which is 
a noble thing. 

	    
 
 
 
 

_______	   I would make them all learn English: and then I would let the clever ones learn Latin as an 
honour, and Greek as a treat. 	  

_______	   Naturally I am biased in favor of boys learning English.	  

_______	   But the only thing I would whip them for is not knowing English, I would whip them hard 
for that.	  

	  
	   	  



THE ORIGINAL 
 
 
Text reconstruction 
	  

INSTRUCTIONS: The 21 sentences below all belong to the same paragraph written by Winston Churchill. 
I’ve broken the paragraph into 4 chunks, so number the sentences inside each section separately, starting 
over again from 1 with each new section.  
	  
___8___	   He taught it as no one else has ever taught it. 

	  
___7___	   He knew how to do it.	  

___3____	   But I was taught English. 

___5___	   Mr. Somervell - a most delightful man, to whom my debt is great - was charged with the 
duty of teaching the stupidest boys the most disregarded thing - namely to write mere 
English. 

___4___	   We were considered such dunces that we could learn only English. 

___2___	   They all went on to learn Latin and Greek and splendid things like that.	  

___1___	   [B]y being so long in the lowest form [grade] I gained an immense advantage over the 
cleverer boys.	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  ___3___	   He took a fairly long sentence and broke it up into its components by means of black, red, 
blue, and green inks. 	  

	  ___7___	   We did it almost daily.	  

____6___	   It was a kind of drill.	  

____2___	   Mr. Somervell had a system of his own. 

____4___	   Subject, verb, object: Relative Clauses, Conditional Clauses, Conjunctive and Disjunctive 
Clauses! 

____5___	   Each had its colour and its bracket.	  

___1____	   Not only did we learn English parsing thoroughly, but we also practised continually 
English analysis.	  

	   	  



	  
	  
	  
___1___	   As I remained in the Third Form three times as long as anyone else, I had three times as 

much of it.  
	  

___4___	   And when in after years my schoolfellows who had won prizes and distinction for writing 
such beautiful Latin poetry and pithy Greek epigrams had to come down again to common 
English, to earn their living or make their way, I did not feel myself at any disadvantage.	  

	  
___2___	  

 
I learned it thoroughly. 

	  
___3___	  

 
Thus I got into my bones the essential structure of the ordinary British sentence--which is 
a noble thing. 

	    
 
 
 
 

___2___	   I would make them all learn English: and then I would let the clever ones learn Latin as an 
honour, and Greek as a treat. 	  

___1___	   Naturally I am biased in favor of boys learning English.	  

___3___	   But the only thing I would whip them for is not knowing English, I would whip them hard 
for that.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  [B]y being so long in the lowest form I gained an immense advantage over the cleverer boys. They 
all went on to learn Latin and Greek and splendid things like that. But I was taught English. We 
were considered such dunces that we could learn only English. Mr. Somervell--a most delightful 
man, to whom my debt is great--was charged with the duty of teaching the stupidest boys the most 
disregarded thing--namely, to write mere English. He knew how to do it. He taught it as no one else 
has ever taught it. Not only did we learn English parsing thoroughly, but we also practised 
continually English analysis. Mr. Somervell had a system of his own. He took a fairly long sentence 
and broke it up into its components by means of black, red, blue, and green inks. Subject, verb, 
object: Relative Clauses, Conditional Clauses, Conjunctive and Disjunctive Clauses! Each had its 
colour and its bracket. It was a kind of drill. We did it almost daily. As I remained in the Third 
Form three times as long as anyone else, I had three times as much of it. I learned it thoroughly. 
Thus I got into my bones the essential structure of the ordinary British sentence--which is a noble 
thing. And when in after years my schoolfellows who had won prizes and distinction for writing 
such beautiful Latin poetry and pithy Greek epigrams had to come down again to common English, 
to earn their living or make their way, I did not feel myself at any disadvantage. Naturally I am 
biased in favor of boys learning English. I would make them all learn English: and then I would let 
the clever ones learn Latin as an honour, and Greek as a treat. But the only thing I would whip 
them for is not knowing English, I would whip them hard for that. 
 
(My Early Life: A Roving Commission, Thornton Butterworth [UK] and Charles Scribner's Sons 
[US], 1930) 
http://grammar.about.com/b/2012/01/25/how-winston-churchill-learned-english-2.htm 



 
Quiz 2T – Fables  
The Old Man and Death, p. 14 
The Fox and the Grapes, p. 15 
The Fox and the Crow, p. 16-17 
The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse, p. 18 
The City Mouse and the Country Mouse, p. 19-20 

DATE _______________ 
 
NAME _______________ 
 

 
 

1. 
 

In The Old Man and Death, the old man asks Death to help him do what? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

2. 
 

 

What is a scythe (used in “The Old Man and Death”)? 

  an axe 

  an instrument with a long curved blade to cut grass by hand 

  a cord of wood  

  a heavy burden  

 
 

3. 
 

 

The expression “sour grapes” comes from “The Fox and the Grapes.” Basing your 
answer on the fable, explain what it means. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

4. 
 

 

What is the definitions of hue (used in “The Fox and the Crow”): 

  color 

  song 

  sorrow  

  winding road  

 
 

 

5. 
 

 

What is the definition of convey (used in “The City Mouse and the Country Mouse”): 

  examine 

  carry, transmit, transport 

  borrow  

  winding road 
 
 

6. Name a food the country mouse eats in the country – not while visiting the Town 
Mouse. (“The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse”). 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
ANSWERS – QUIZ 2 
 

 

1. 
 

In The Old Man and Death, the old man asks Death to help him do what? 
 
“I’D SOONER DEATH WOULD TAKE ME AWAY” 
“KINDLY HELP ME TO LIFT THIS BURDEN OF STICKS TO MY SHOULDER” 
 
 
 

 

2. 
 

 

What is a scythe (used in “The Old Man and Death”)? 

  an axe 

  an instrument with a long curved blade to cut grass by hand 

  a cord of wood  

  a heavy burden  

 
 

3. 
 

 

The expression “sour grapes” comes from “The Fox and the Grapes.” Basing your 
answer on the fable, explain what it means. 
 
BECAUSE THE FOX CAN’T HAVE THE GRAPES, HE SAYS THEY DIDN’T WANT 
THEM ANYWAY; THEY WERE SOUR. DEVALUE WHAT YOU CAN’T HAVE: NOT 
WORTH HAVING. 
 
 

 

4. 
 

 

What is the definitions of hue (used in “The Fox and the Crow”): 

  color 

  song 

  sorrow  

  winding road  

 
 

 

5. 
 

 

What is the definition of convey (used in “The City Mouse and the Country Mouse”): 

  examine 

  carry, transmit, transport 

  borrow  

  winding road 
 
 
 

6. Name a food the country mouse eats in the country – not while visiting the Town 
Mouse. (“The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse”). 
 
BEANS, BACON, CHEESE, BREAD 
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Nonrestrictive relative clauses 
 
In class, we did sentence combining exercises using nonrestrictive relative clauses. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
Combine the sentences below by inserting the second sentence into the first sentence, replacing 
the second “my boyfriend” with “who,” and enclosing the resulting adjective clause in commas.  
 

My boyfriend is taking me out to dinner. 
My boyfriend plays piano. 
 
COMBINED USING A NONRESTRICTIVE CLAUSE: 
My boyfriend, who plays the piano, is taking me out to dinner.  
EXPLANATION: 
She has only one boyfriend, and he plays the piano. 
Since she has only one boyfriend, we know whom she’s talking about—we don’t need the relative 
clause to identify the boyfriend. The nonrestrictive clause adds extra information.  
 
COMBINED USING A RESTRICTIVE CLAUSE: 
My boyfriend who plays the piano is taking me out to dinner. 
EXPLANATION: 
She has many boyfriends! The boyfriend who plays the piano is taking her out to dinner. The 
boyfriend who plays the guitar is bringing her flowers. The boyfriend who plays the trombone is 
doing her laundry. Etc. 
Since she has more than one boyfriend, we need the restrictive clause to know which boyfriend 
she’s talking about. 
The restrictive clause “restricts” the meaning of the word “boyfriend.” She’s not talking about 
just any boyfriend; she’s talking about the boyfriend who plays the piano. 
 
VOCABULARY and REVIEW: 
An “adjective clause” is a clause that modifies a noun.  
A modifier “adds information to” the word, phrase, clause, or sentence it modifies. 
Another term for “adjective clause” is “relative clause.” 
Many relative clauses begin with “relative pronouns” (which, that, who, whose, whom, where, 
when,….) 
A clause is a sentence-like structure that has a subject (stated or implied) and a verb (finite or 
nonfinite). 
A finite verb changes spelling to show tense (time).  
A nonfinite verb does not change spelling to show time. 
FINITE VERB 
He walks home. PRESENT 
He walked home. PAST 
NONFINITE VERB 
He is walking home. PRESENT (present progressive)  
He was walking home. PAST (past progressive) 
 
ADJECTIVES, ADJECTIVE PHRASES, ADJECTIVE CLAUSES 
The black cat (“black” is an adjective modifying “cat”) 
The cat in the hat (“cat in the hat” is a phrase modifying “cat”) 
The cat who bought his hat at the mall (“who bought his hat at the mall”) is an adjective  

clause modifying “cat”) 

WHAT WE DID IN 
CLASS 
Sentence  
Combining using  
Nonrestrictive 
clauses 
 



 
 
 
 

Relative pronouns: 
 

That 
Which 
Who 
Whose 
Whom 
Where 
When 
Whatever 
Whichever 
Whoever 
Whomever  
 
 
NOTE: Depending upon their role in a sentence or phrase, some of the words above are also 
determinatives.  

 
 



 
Exercise on sentence “focus” 
 
In class we did two exercises, similar to the example below, on using relative 
clauses (adjective clauses) to “focus” a sentence.  
 
 
Two sentences to combine: 
 
Seven years ago, Matthew Hall conducted a study of the novels Canadians read each 
year. 
Matthew Hall was then a graduate student at the University of Toronto. 
 
Two combinations:  
 

Seven years ago, Matthew Hall, who was then a graduate student at the 
University of Toronto, conducted a study of the novels Canadians read each 
year. 
 
Seven years ago, Matthew Hall, who was then conducting a study of the 
novels Canadians read each year, was a graduate student at the University 
of Toronto. 

 
These sentences contain the same content but produce a different focus: 
 
• We expect the first sentence to be followed by a discussion of the study. 
 
• We expect the second sentence to be followed by a discussion of Matthew Hall’s 

subsequent career and present research. 
 
Generally speaking, you can keep your reader’s focus on the main subject of your 
paragraph by placing less important – or “subordinate” – material in subordinate 
clauses.  
 
In the case above, the subordinate clause is a nonrestrictive relative clause (also called a 
nonrestrictive adjective clause).    

SENTENCE  
FOCUS  
 
via 
 
Nonrestrictive 
relative  
clause 



Grammatical hierarchy 

  Sentences (Simple, Compound, Complex, Compound-Complex) 

  Clauses (Subject-Verb, Subject-Verb-Direct Object, Subject-Verb-
Complement, Subject-Verb-Adverbial, Subject-Verb-Indirect Object-Direct 
Object, Subject-Verb-Object Complement, Subject-Verb-Object-Adverbial) 

  Phrases (Verb phrase, Noun phrase, Adjective phrase, Adverb phrase, 
Prepositional phrase) 

  Words (Noun/pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Determinative, Adverb, 
Preposition, Coordinator, Subordinator) 

  Morphemes (Prefix, Root, Suffix) 




