
Nonrestrictive relative clauses 
 
In class, we did sentence combining exercises using nonrestrictive relative clauses. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
Combine the sentences below by inserting the second sentence into the first sentence, replacing 
the second “my boyfriend” with “who,” and enclosing the resulting adjective clause in commas.  
 

My boyfriend is taking me out to dinner. 
My boyfriend plays piano. 
 
COMBINED USING A NONRESTRICTIVE CLAUSE: 
My boyfriend, who plays the piano, is taking me out to dinner.  
EXPLANATION: 
She has only one boyfriend, and he plays the piano. 
Since she has only one boyfriend, we know whom she’s talking about—we don’t need the relative 
clause to identify the boyfriend. The nonrestrictive clause adds extra information.  
 
COMBINED USING A RESTRICTIVE CLAUSE: 
My boyfriend who plays the piano is taking me out to dinner. 
EXPLANATION: 
She has many boyfriends! The boyfriend who plays the piano is taking her out to dinner. The 
boyfriend who plays the guitar is bringing her flowers. The boyfriend who plays the trombone is 
doing her laundry. Etc. 
Since she has more than one boyfriend, we need the restrictive clause to know which boyfriend 
she’s talking about. 
The restrictive clause “restricts” the meaning of the word “boyfriend.” She’s not talking about 
just any boyfriend; she’s talking about the boyfriend who plays the piano. 
 
VOCABULARY and REVIEW: 
An “adjective clause” is a clause that modifies a noun.  
A modifier “adds information to” the word, phrase, clause, or sentence it modifies. 
Another term for “adjective clause” is “relative clause.” 
Many relative clauses begin with “relative pronouns” (which, that, who, whose, whom, where, 
when,….) 
A clause is a sentence-like structure that has a subject (stated or implied) and a verb (finite or 
nonfinite). 
A finite verb changes spelling to show tense (time).  
A nonfinite verb does not change spelling to show time. 
FINITE VERB 
He walks home. PRESENT 
He walked home. PAST 
NONFINITE VERB 
He is walking home. PRESENT (present progressive)  
He was walking home. PAST (past progressive) 
 
ADJECTIVES, ADJECTIVE PHRASES, ADJECTIVE CLAUSES 
The black cat (“black” is an adjective modifying “cat”) 
The cat in the hat (“cat in the hat” is a phrase modifying “cat”) 
The cat who bought his hat at the mall (“who bought his hat at the mall”) is an adjective  

clause modifying “cat”) 
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Relative pronouns: 
 

That 
Which 
Who 
Whose 
Whom 
Where 
When 
Whatever 
Whichever 
Whoever 
Whomever  
 
 
NOTE: Depending upon their role in a sentence or phrase, some of the words above are also 
determinatives.  

 
 


