
IDENTIFYING PARTS OF SPEECH

Important note: often one cannot determine the part of speech of a word in isolation; there is no
single foolproof test that works all the time.

1. Test for nouns, e.g., water, child, down, etc.

Nouns can be plural: the waters of the Nile; those children; a first down,
three downs (in football)

Nouns can be possessive: the water's color; those children's mother; the
down's (feathers) weight.

2. Test for verbs, e.g., water, go, down, etc.

Verbs can be tensed: He waters the flowers; he went away; she will
down three martinis in five minutes.

Verbs can be preceded by modals: He should water the flowers; he might go away;
she may down three martinis.

Modals: can, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must, do, does, did.

3. Test for adjectives, e.g., big, beautiful, down, etc.

Adjectives can be compared: a bigger house; a more beautiful painting; the
downest day of his life

Adjectives occur before nouns: a big house; a beautiful painting; a down day

4. Test for adverbs, e.g., beautifully, clearly, etc.

Adverbs can be compared: more beautifully; most clearly

Adverbs cannot occur before nouns: *a beautifully painting; the clearly speech

5. Test for prepositions, e.g., from, with, down, etc.

Prepositions have no inflections: *froms, *from's, *fromed, *fromer.

Prepositions can be modified by right: He put it right down; she will be right back.
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STUDY GUIDE FOR RADFORD’S TRANSFORMATIONAL GRAMMAR

CHAPTER TWO:  STRUCTURE

1. Word Level Categories:  Parts of Speech.

Important note: often one cannot determine the part of speech of a word in isolation; there is
no single foolproof test that works all the time.

a Test for nouns, e.g., water, child, down, etc.

Nouns can be plural: the waters of the Nile; those children; a first
down, three downs (in football)

Nouns can be possessive: the water's color; those children's mother;
the down's (feathers) weight.

b Test for verbs, e.g., water, go, down, etc.

Verbs can be tensed: He waters the flowers; he went away; she
will down three martinis in five minutes.

Verbs can be preceded by modals: He should water the flowers; he might go
away; she may down three martinis.

Modals: can, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must, do, does, did.

c Test for adjectives, e.g., big, beautiful, down, etc.

Adjectives can be compared: a bigger house; a more beautiful painting;
the downest day of his life

Adjectives occur before nouns: a big house; a beautiful painting; a down day

d Test for adverbs, e.g., beautifully, clearly, etc.

Adverbs can be compared: more beautifully; most clearly
Adverbs cannot occur before nouns: *a beautifully painting; the clearly speech

e. Test for prepositions, e.g., from, with, down, etc.

Prepositions have no inflections: *froms, *from's, *fromed, *fromer.
Prepositions can be modified by right: He put it right down; she will be right back.
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2. Phrasal Categories: Some universal principles of syntax; Diagnostics.

a. Sentences are broken up into phrases (units, constituents).

(1) John charged up the street.
John charged up the battery.

Diagnostic, Placement/Movement:

(2) Up the street, charged John.
*Up the battery, charged John.

(3) *John charged the street up.
John charged the battery up.

b. Not all phrases are the same.

(1) John speaks Italian.
John looks Italian.

Diagnostic, Expansion/Modification:

(2) *John speaks too Italian.
John looks too Italian.

(3) John speaks too much Italian.
*John looks too much Italian.

c. All phrases have a head.

(1) The boy standing next to the girls is a scout.
*The boy standing next to the girls are a scout.

Diagnostic, Meaning/Interpretation:

(2) *The boy standing next to the girls is pregnant.
The girl standing next to the boys is pregnant.

(3) The boy standing next to the girls loves himself.
*The boy standing next to the girls loves themselves.
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d. There is no one–to–one correspondence between sound and meaning.

(1) Ambiguity (one sound; more than one meaning).

[a] The man who left suddenly got sick.

But, the following are unambiguous:

[1] The man who left really got sick.
[2] The man who left early got sick.

[b] The British left waffles on Bermuda.

But, the following are unambiguous:

[1] The British kept waffles on Bermuda.
[2] The British right waffles on Bermuda.

[c] He thinks that man is superior.

But, the following are unambiguous:

[1] He thinks that woman is superior.
[2] He thinks that Italy is superior.

(2) Paraphrase (one meaning; more than one sound).

[a] Which booksi did he criticize without reading (themi).

But, the following mean two different things:

[1] Which books did he decide to buy them?
[2] Which books did he decide to buy?

[b] John seems to be happy./It seems that John is happy.

But, the following don’t work the same:

[a1 John tries to be happy.
[2] *It tries that John is happy.
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e. The rules of syntax are structure dependent.

(1) Primary data.

[a] They live to work.
[b] They want to work.
[c] They walk to work.

[1] Reference/Substitution.
a. *They live to it. *What do they live to?
b. *They want to it. *What do they want to?
c. They walk to it. What do they walk to?

[2] Omission/Deletion.
a. *They live to work as much/often as we live to.
b. They want to work as much/often as we want to.
c. *They walk to work as much/often as we walk to.

[3] Expansion/Modification.
a. *They live right/straight to work.
b. *They want right/straight to work.
c. They walk right/straight to work.

[4] Meaning/Interpretation.
a. The reason why they live is to work.
b. *The reason why they want is to work.
c. *The reason why they walk is to work.  (wrong meaning)

(2) Analysis.

[a] They live to work. (work is a verb; to work is a purposive infinitive)
[b] They want to work. (work is a verb; to work is a complementary infinitive)
[c] They walk to work. (work is a noun; to work is a prepositional phrase)

(3) Confirmation/Explanation.

[a] Word order:  Complementary infinitives precede purposive infinitives.
[1] They want to stop to rest.
[2] *They want to rest to stop.

[b] Contraction.
[1] I am going to work. (ambiguous)
[2] I’m gonna work. (unambiguous)
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3. Evidence for structural differences:  Testing the Structure.

a. He sat on the hat He put on the hat.

It was on the hat that he sat. *It was on the hat that he put.
*He sat the hat on. He put the hat on.

b. He destroyed the letter to Mary. He attributed the letter to Mary

He destroyed it. *He attributed it.
*He destroyed it to Mary. He attributed it to Mary.

He stole the book on the table. He put the book on the table.
He stole it. *He put it.
*He stole it on the table. He put it on the table.

c. He speaks Spanish. He looks Spanish.

He speaks fluent Spanish. *He looks fluent Spanish.
*He speaks very Spanish. He looks very Spanish.

d. He heard the bus stop. He hit the bus stop.

He heard the bus suddenly stop. *He hit the bus suddenly stop.
*The bus stop was heard by him. The bus stop was hit by him.

e. He is interesting. He is screaming.

He is very interesting. *He is very screaming.
*He is interesting too much. He is screaming too much.

f. He is easy to please. He is eager to please.

It is easy to please him. *It is eager to please him.
*He is easy to please her. He is eager to please her.




